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My self-publishing process  

 

1. Write your book. It sounds so simple, but it requires staying power, it requires 

concentration, and it requires you to sit down and get something down on paper/screen, 

depending upon your preference. I personally tend to write first drafts using a pen and paper. 

I write scenes, not necessarily in order, and then I type them up, filling in the gaps afterwards. 

I usually know the ending before I know how I’m going to get there! It doesn’t matter how 

terrible you think it is, just get to the end of the first draft. You can go back and fix things 

later. A first draft gives you something to work with.  

 

2. Edit your book. I think of editing as a bit like putting together a jigsaw. Moving 

pieces/scenes to see where you get the best fit. I have a notebook full of things I want to 

address, and when I’ve got a decent first draft I send it to my Kindle so I can read it on there. 

I make notes as I read and then go back to make changes on the manuscript.  

 

3. Take a break and put your manuscript to one side for a week or two. If you don’t take a 

break you’re less likely to see what needs changing.  

 

4. Re-read/re-edit your book. 

 

5. When you think you’ve done as much as you can, and if you can afford it, pay for a 

professional edit. Book this in advance, as the chances are your editor will already have 

bookings in the diary and you’ll need to wait a little while. 

 

6. Work on your manuscript some more, according to the comments you receive back from 

your editor. 

 

7. Send your book to your beta readers. 

 

8. Edit your book again, based on the feedback you’ve received from beta readers. You might 

not agree with everything they say, but they will give you something to reflect on. I know I 

always want to make a few changes. 

 

9. Get your book proofread. Even if you think the spelling, grammar and punctuation is 100% 

correct, no doubt there will be something you’ve missed. By this time you’ll have read your 

story numerous times. Can you really look at it with fresh eyes in order to spot any mistakes? 

 

10. Design your book cover (or arrange for someone else to do it). 

 

11. List and upload your book to Amazon KDP. 

 

12. Check, check, and triple check how your book looks onscreen before you hit ‘publish’. 

 

13. Celebrate – you’ve just released a book. Congratulations! 
 
 


